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1658 a sin.   He was the most accessible of men, labouring to be conciliatory and to understand another's point of view.

For he no duty by his height excused, Nor, though a prince, to be a man refused.

He had no egotism, and would readily take advice and allow himself to be persuaded. He would even permit opponents to enlarge on his faults and point out his spiritual defects, than which there can be no greater proof of humility.

Yet his brooding power and the sense of slumbering flames would, in spite of his patient courtesy, have repelled most men but for another endowment which impressed all who came into his company. He radiated an infinite kindliness. Here was one who hated harshness and cruelty, and who loved, and would fain be loved by, his fellows. " He was naturally compassionate towards objects in distress," says Maidston, w4 even to an effeminate measure." In war he had been notably merciful; in peace he had a heart that felt for all suffering and squandered almost too readily its affection. Marvel! is the best witness, Marvell who had a poet's insight, and who had watched him often in the Council chamber and in the privacy of his family. The key-note of MarvelFs memorial verses is the " wondrous softness of his heart."

His tenderness extended unto all. And that deep soul through every channel flows Where kindly Nature loves itself to lose. More strong affections never reason served.

They did not always serve reason; that was their peculiar charm; they often defied logic and good sense and prudence, being no bridled and calculated things but the overflow of a deep loving-kindness. There is one illuminating phrase of the poet's, when he looks at the dead Protector and laments that those eyes are closed which once shed " a piercing sweetness." Here, more than in his moments of Sinaitic awe, lay the secret of Oliver's power over men. The doubter, who had not been persuaded by his wordy and halting arguments, saw suddenly the stern face, roughened by weather and lined by care,